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and her dress attracted great attention; it was brilliant
and fantastic, white satin with a long train, dark blue
crape of the same length over it and white crape drapery
down to her knees and open at one side, so thickly cover'd
with silver spangles that it appear'd to be a brilliant silver
tissue; a breadth of blue crape, about four yards long, and
in other words a long shawl, put over her head, instead
of over her shoulders and hanging down to the floor, her
hair bound tight to her head with a band like her drapery,
with a diamond crescent before and a diamond comb be-
hind, diamond ear-rings and necklace, displayed on a bare
bosom. She is a large, tall well-made woman, rather
masculine, very free and affable in her manners, but easy
without being graceful. She is said to be a woman of
fine understanding and she is so entirely the talker and
actor in all companies, that her good husband passes quite
unnoticed; he is plain in his appearance and called rather
inferior in understanding. I am half tempted to enter
into details of our city affairs and personages, but really
I shall have to be so scandalous, that I am affraid of
amusing you at such a risk. But certainly there is no
place in the United States where one hears and sees so
many strange things, or where so many odd characters

are to be met with.   But of Mad'm1---------1 think it no

harm to speak the truth. She has made a great noise
here, and mobs of boys have crowded round her splendid
equipage to see what I hope will not often be seen in this
country, an almost naked woman. An elegant and select
party was given to her by Mrs. Robt. Smith; her appear-
ance was such that it threw all the company into confusion,
and no one dar'd to look at her but by stealth; the win-
dow shutters being left open, a crowd assembled round

the windows to get a look at this beautiful little creature,
\

1A well-known American woman, the wife of a foreigner. a splendid house and he and
